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Upcoming Events
First Friday Fundraiser

Big Idea of the Month

Our next First Friday fundraiser will 
be Friday, Jan. 6, 2023. Bring $1.00 

to stay warm and wear a winter 
hat.” All proceeds will be used to 
fund our Gator Bash and other 

school events for students.

Reading and Writing

January 
1/3 Teacher Workday (No School)
1/4 Students Return from Winter Holiday
1/4-2/2 F&P Winter Testing Window 
1/16 Martin Luther King Day (No School)
1/17 SIC/Title I Meeting 1-3PM
1/20 End of 1st semester/ Quarter 2
1/26 Class Pictures 
1/27 Quarter 2 Report Cards 

February
2/3 Professional Development Day/

Weather Makeup Day - No school for 
students unless weather make-up day 
is needed.

2/6 100th Day of School
2/14 Valentine’s Day
2/17 Weather Make-Up Day - No school 

unless weather make-up day is 
needed.

2/20 Holiday – President’s Day (No School)
2/27 Interim Reports Quarter 3

Chances are if you have a student in 3rd, 4th, or 5th

grade you have heard the acronym TDA and you are 
probably wondering what is a TDA and why is it 
important for my child?

What is TDA?
TDA stands for Text Dependent Analysis.  On SC Ready 
students are expected to be able to read and analyze 
the meaning of grade level text.  Sometimes the text is 
fiction and other times it is non-fiction. The text can be 
an article, an essay, a play, a poem, a story, and the list 
goes on.  The student is expected to write in response 
to a prompt making connections from the text.

Why is it important for my child?
An integral part of reading is comprehending.  By 
analyzing text and writing about what they have read 
students are demonstrating their level of 
understanding of what they are reading.  In class 
students are analyzing different kinds of text everyday.  
Your child will be successful not only in reading but also 
in math, social studies and science if he/she is able to 
analyze and comprehend text.  More importantly, this 
is a life skill that will serve each student way beyond 
schooling.  
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Writing with your 
young child

Big Idea of the Month

Did you know that reading and writing are tied to one another?  Did you 
also know that by improving in one of those areas a student will also 
grow in the other?  You can think of it like breathing:  reading is inhaling 
and writing is exhaling.  Therefore, making sure that your young child 
have experiences not only with reading but also with writing is important. 

You don’t have to have special training to help your young child with 
writing.  You can:

• Provide a space and materials for writing.  You can have pencils, 
crayons and paper or think outside the box and write in the sand with 
a stick in the driveway. There are many ways to write. This is also the 
time to teach boundaries like, “We don’t write on walls and 
furniture.”

• Encourage self expression. With very young children (2-3 year olds) 
just making a mark on paper is writing.  This will progress to scribbles, 
then shapes, then pictures and eventually words as your child gets 
older. From a very young age writing can be an important mode of 
self expression.

• Model writing.  Let your child see you write.  It can be as simple as 
signing your signature to a birthday card or paying bills.  It can also 
be writing a letter, taking notes at church, or writing a story.  Children 
are curious about how writing works and seeing you do it will 
motivate them to write, as well.

• Write with your child. Take turns holding the pencil as you write a 
story.  This can be words or pictures.  You add a detail or sentence 
and they add a detail or sentence.  This not only strengthens their 
comprehension but it can also be a fun, quality bonding experience 
for parent and child.

Writing can be fun and is important to your child being a good 
reader.

Big Idea of the Month

From the Nurse’s 
Office

JANUARY 2022

For the month of January our Big Idea is 
knowledge.  The polar bear is the animal of 
the month and the color is yellow. Yellow is 
associated with the mind and intellect and
it’s believed to stimulate the left side of the 

brain.  The polar bear is considered the 
smartest land animal in North America.

These everyday actions will help 
prevent illness:

• avoid close contact will ill persons.
• keep your child at home if they have a 

fever of 100F or higher. They may return 
to school when they are fever free for 24 
hours without use of fever reducing 
medication.

• cover nose and mouth when coughing or 
sneezing.

• frequently wash hands or use hand 
sanitizer.

• frequently clean and disinfect high-touch 
surface areas.

If your child is absent due to illness, 

please be sure to send an excuse with 

the child once they return. 

Make up work should be 
coordinated with your child’s teacher. 


